| am writing in opposition to the proposed quarry and rock crushing operation outside
Burnet, between Park Road 4 and Hwy. 29 on Hoover Valley Road. Please read all of
this because | suspect | may be making a couple of comments that have not been made
by others.

My wife and | live just off Park Road 4, about a mile west of Hwy. 281. Unlike some who
are commenting, our property is not directly impacted by the siting of the quarry, but we
will be close enough to be exposed to the dust that can’t be contained in the immediate
area of the quarry—as will be many others in Burnet County.

We volunteer regularly at Inks Lake State Park, Longhorn Cavern State Park, and Inks
Dam National Fish Hatchery. Those three properties are jewels of the Highland Lakes
and need to be protected. LCRA should not permit the operation of a quarry and rock
crusher so close to them.

The only way to reach the two parks and the fish hatchery by land is to use Park Road 4.
The significant amount of additional heavy truck traffic that would result from the operation
of the rock crusher would put an incredible strain on a road that is so beautiful and historic
that it’s listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

We moved to our small ranch in the summer of 2015. Since then, we had two weekends
where we received over 20 inches of rain in less than three days. The water running
through the seasonal creeks on my property was of a depth and velocity that it took out
my road in three places. After | rebuilt it from the first rain, the second one, which came
a year or two later, took it out again. So, | rebuilt it again, but installed a series of culvert
pipes to lessen the chances of a third rebuild.

Asphalt, Inc.’s application proposes to use Gorman pits to catch runoff while it completes
the installation of its rock crusher and employs a permanent runoff catchment method.
What happens to these pits if spring rains fill them half-way and we get a 23-inch rain?
Won'’t they overflow? Heck, maybe a 12-inch rain would do it. All that polluted water will
run off into Inks Lake and Lake LBJ.

You run the lakes in the area—you must be very aware that these deluges, while rare,
are not unexpected. The following is from an article on Old Bluffton in Atlas Obscura,
August 4, 2016:

After the (Buchanan) dam was completed in 1937, officials thought that it
would take years for the lake to form, but flood and rainfall in excess of 20
inches caused the waters to rise to capacity in mere months.

If 20 inches of rain filled a lake the size of Buchanan in a matter of months, what will it do
to the permanent runoff measures Asphalt, Inc. plans to install, let alone the temporary
Gorman pits?



The runoff from the site—and there will be runoff—will flow into all your lakes except
Buchanan, which is above Inks Lake and Lake LBJ. The pollutants from the quarry will
then flow downstream to the lakes and river below.

The fish hatchery gets the water for its operations directly from Inks Lake. If unplanned
runoff from the rock crusher carries pollutants to Inks Lake, it could have a devastating
impact on the hatchery.

LCRA was created to manage and protect the Highland Lakes. You will be failing in your
mission if you allow a quarry operation in an area where runoff will go directly into the
surface water you are charged to protect.

One final comment. As | understand it, most of the water used by quarries/rock crushers
is sprayed on the dust produced by the operations to limit the area impacted by that dust.
What happens when we have temperatures below freezing (it was in the teens here last
week)? The quarry can’t shoot water in the air when the temperature is in the 20s or
below. Does that mean the toxic dust produced by the operation gets blown around
without intervention? If so, the north wind that typically accompanies these deep freezes
will blow all that dust right into the Highland Lakes.

| join all the others in asking for a public meeting on the application. | plan to attend.
Better still, reject Asphalt, Inc.’s application outright and put an end to this craziness.



